
Commentary on: Loomis PW, Campbell HR. Fatal cervical
necrotizing fasciitis (a report of two cases of confirmed odonto-
genic origin and one of possible odontogenic origin). J Forensic Sci
2001;46(4):959–61.

We read with interest the paper of Loomis and Campbell on “Fa-
tal Cervical Necrotizing Fasciitis.” We want to make some com-
ments regarding the risk factors related to age, site of disease, and
the antecedents.

Brandt has found a mortality of 37% for patients over 50 years
of age, 62% over 60 years and 100% over 70 years of age.

The site of the disease is important. At the lower limb the prog-
nosis is worse with proximal lesions specially the hip. Heitmann
had two deaths out of two cases on the hip, one of which was a 28-
years-old healthy woman after liposuction.

The antecedents are important. After surgery (Roujeau,
Frohlich) the mortality is 50–70% instead of an overall mortality of
20–40% if there is no previous operation. Mortality for patients
with colostomy is 50% (Brandt).

Regarding the diagnosis, a non-invasive, easy-to-perform exam-
ination before surgical debridement is ultrasonography (Tsai). The
findings are irregularity of the fascia, abnormal fluid collections
along the fascia plane, diffuse thickening of the fascia when com-
pared with the control site (Tsai, Parenti, Cardinal).

References

1. Brandt MM, Corpron CA, Wahl WL. Necrotizing soft tissue infections: a
surgical disease. Am Surg 2000;66:967–70.

2. Cardinal E, Bureau N, Aubin B, Chhem R. Role of ultrasound in muscu-
loskeletal infections. Radiol Clinics of North America 2001;39:192.

3. Frohlich EP, Schein M. Necrotizing fasciitis arising from Bartholin’s ab-
scess. Isr J Med Sci 1989;25:644–7.

4. Heitmann C, Pelze M, Bickert B, Menke H, Germann G. Chirurgisches
Konzept und Ergebnisse bie nekrotisierender Fasciitis. Chirurg 2001;72:
168–73.

5. Heitmann C, Czemak C, German G. Rapidly fatal necrotizing fasciitis af-
ter aesthetic liposuction. Aesth Plast Surg 2000;24:344–7.

6. Parenti GC, Marri C, Calandra G, Morisi C, Zabberoni W. Necrotizing
fasciitis of soft tissues: role of diagnostic imaging and review. Radiol Med
(Torino) 2000;99:334–9.

7. Roujeau J, Saiag P, Brun-Buisson C, Touraine R. Fasciites microbiennes.
Rev Prat 1988;38:861–7.

8. Tsai CC, Lai CS, Yu ML, Chou CK, Lin SD. Early diagnosis of necrotiz-
ing fasciitis by utilization of ultrasonography. Kaohsiung J Med Sci 1996;
12:235–40.

Jean-Claude Hoeffel, M.D.
F. Hoeffel, M.D.
16 bd Charles V
Nancy 54000
France

Copyright © 2002 by ASTM International, 100 Barr Harbor Drive, PO Box C700, West Conshohocken, PA 19428-2959.

J Forensic Sci, Nov. 2002, Vol. 47, No. 6
Paper ID JFS2002086_476 

Published 16 Oct. 2002
Available online at: www.astm.org

1


